
Who likes genealogies ? 

Genesis  

Chapter 36 



Who likes genealogies ? 

Quiz Geeks 



Who likes genealogies ? 

Aristocrats 



Who likes genealogies ? 

An Amazonian Tribal People  



This is the account of Esau (that is, Edom).                         v1 



Esau’s summary – Genesis 36 
1, Family – verses 2 - 8 

Ishmael’s 
daughter 

Canaanite 
woman 



Esau took his wives and sons 

and daughters and all the 

members of his household, as 

well as his livestock and all his 

other animals and all the goods 

he had acquired in Canaan, and 

moved to a land some distance 

from his brother Jacob. Their 

possessions were too great for 

them to remain together; the 

land where they were staying 

could not support them both 

because of their livestock. So 

Esau (that is, Edom) settled in 

the hill country of Seir.       v6-8 

Edom 

Canaan 

Esau had left before Jacob arrived 



Esau’s summary – Genesis 36 
2, Leaders – verses 9 - 19 

These were the sons of Esau (that is, Edom),  

and these were their chiefs. v19  



Esau’s summary – Genesis 36 
3, Local peoples – verses 20 - 30 

These were the sons of Seir the Horite, who 

were living in the region     v20 

Horite = troglodytes 



Esau’s summary – Genesis 36 
4, Kings– verses 31 - 43 

Image taken from Petra 

These were the kings who reigned in Edom  

before any Israelite king reigned.        v31 



Esau’s summary – Genesis 36 
5, Points of interest 

Esau`s son Eliphaz also had a concubine named 

Timna, who bore him Amalek.               V12 

A boy with a chip on his shoulder ? 

This is the Anah who discovered the hot springs in the 

desert while he was grazing the donkeys of his father 

Zibeon.   v24 

The children of Anah.. Dishon and Oholibamah daughter 

of Anah.     v25 

A useful discovery in the desert 

A man’s world ?  Not many daughters mentioned? 



To show God’s faithfulness – Abraham/Isaac’s blessing 

Why is this genealogy included in the Genesis account ? 



To show the origins of hostile groups – Amelech, Edom 

and their locations 

Lessons 



The Brevity of life – cf first genealogy in Genesis 5 

Lessons 



Contrast man’s kingdom (now - temporary) 

with 

God’s kingdom (later – eternal) 

Lessons 



Lessons 

Genealogies run through the 

Old Testament 

Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, 

Ruth, Chronicles, Ezra, 

Nehemiah,  

Family history 



The last genealogy Matthew 1 & Luke 3 



Summary of all 

Fulfilled promise of Messiah’s line 

Abraham/Isaac/Jacob/Judah/David  

(Human, and royal line) 

Genesis 3:15 completed! 

Why is it the last ?  



A name (personal) in the book of life not on a list 

No more genealogies 
Our background is irrelevant to salvation 

What counts now ? 

See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; 

your walls are ever before me.                Isaiah 49:16  


